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Kenya is well regarded as one of the finest safari destinations on the planet, and rightly so. This exclusive 
10-day Kenya tour focuses on two of the most iconic wildlife sanctuaries on the planet – the extraordinary 
Maasai Mara ecosystem and the Chyulu Hills near the famous Tsavo reserves. Charter flights are used 
to easily transfer between Nairobi, the Mara and Chyulu thus maximizing your time in these great 
locations. We also utilize 3 very carefully selected luxury camps for this safari. Each camp is special, 
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providing comfort, elegance, and exclusivity. All game drives are conducted in specially designed open 
safari vehicles allowing you to maximize your enjoyment of the experience.   
 
Highlights include a myriad of big game from big cats such as Cheetah, Lion and Leopard to vast herds 
of African Buffalo, Black Rhino, Maasai Giraffe and African Elephant. We also stand an excellent chance 
of seeing some of the special smaller mammals including Serval, Aardwolf, Bat-eared Fox, Honey 
Badger, and Crested Porcupine. From a birding perspective the Mara and Chyulu Hills have an enviable 
list of specials such as Red-throated Tit, Miombo Wren Warbler, Rufous-bellied Heron, Cuckoo-finch, 
Cardinal Quelea, recently discovered Melodious Lark, Rosy-throated Longclaw, Yellow-throated 
Sandgrouse and a variety of birds of prey and larger species such as bustards, Secretarybird and Ground 
Hornbill which require vast areas of habitat to thrive.  
 
Join us for what promises to be an extraordinary tour, offering an incredible diversity of wildlife, superb 
scenery, wonderful lodges and tented camps, and super-friendly tribal people! 
 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 
 
THE ITINERARY 

Day 1 Arrival in Nairobi 

Day 2 Nairobi Charter Flight to Maasai Mara 

Days 3 to 7 Maasai Mara Game Reserve  

Day 8 Maasai Mara, charter flight to Nairobi, charter flight to Chyulu (ol Donyo). 

Day 9 ol Donyo Lodge/Chyulu/Mbirikani area 

Day 10 Maasai Mara charter flight to Nairobi and depart 

 
THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 
Day 1: Arrival in Nairobi.  After arrival 
at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport in 
Nairobi, you will be met by your 
Rockjumper leader and transferred 
through to your overnight 
accommodations, which are conveniently 
located close to Wilson Airport for 
tomorrow’s charter flight into the Maasai 
Mara.  
 
Day 2: Nairobi to the Maasai Mara. 
This morning after breakfast we will 
transfer through to Wilson Airport and 
board our charter flight into the Maasai 
Mara. We will arrive in the Maasai Mara 

Black Rhinoceros by Keith Valentine 
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with plenty of time to enjoy our first of many game drives.  
 

All the camps selected for this unique 
itinerary are Great Plains 
Conservation properties. They are of 
an exceptional standard and help to 
ensure your overall experience of the 
Maasai Mara is something very 
special indeed.  
 
Days 3 to 7: Maasai Mara Game 
Reserve. The Mara, as it is 
affectionately called, is Kenya’s most 
well-known reserve, and it boasts an 
astonishing amount and variety of 
game. Unfenced, it is bounded in the 
east by the Ngama Hills, in the west 
by the Oloololo or Siria Escarpment 
and to the south by the vast Serengeti 

National Park in Tanzania. Famously, the Mara is the northerly end of the Great Migration, that 
unrivalled primeval surge of wildebeest, zebra and antelope that sweeps in from Tanzania’s Serengeti to 
Kenya’s Maasai Mara as the Tanzanian grass starts to fail. Although we will not experience the migration 
at this time of year, we can still expect to see first class African big game. The impressive black-maned 
Mara Lions are possibly the stars of the show, however, Cheetah, Leopard, Spotted Hyaena and others 
are present in good numbers. Other animals we can expect to see include African Elephant, African 
Buffalo, Maasai Giraffe, Plains Zebra, Hippopotamus, Impala, Waterbuck, Topi, Coke’s Hartebeest, 
Grant’s and Thomson’s Gazelles, Banded and Egyptian Mongooses and Warthog. 
 
Not only is this a great place in which to find game, but also the wide golden-green savannas, dotted with 
Acacia trees, make it ideal for photography. The Mara is ravishingly beautiful and offers long, 
undisturbed views and utterly dramatic panoramas. As for the birding, the Mara is also world-renowned, 
and we will have time in the western 
and eastern sections of the reserve. 
New species we may find include 
Rufous-bellied Heron, Temminck’s 
Courser, Scaly Francolin, Black 
Coucal, Schalow’s Turaco, Bare-
faced Go-away-bird, D’Arnaud's 
Barbet (the local form sometimes 
split as Usambiro Barbet), Green-
backed and African Grey 
Woodpeckers, Flappet and he 
recently discovered Melodious Lark 
(A major range extension for this 
species that was previously thought 
to only occur in Zimbabwe and South 
Africa), Rosy-throated Longclaw, 

Maasai Mara scenery by Rich Lindie 

Mara Lions by David Hoddinott 
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Long-billed Pipit, Sooty Chat, Northern Black Flycatcher, Trilling, Stout, Croaking, Pectoral-patch and 
occasionally even Black-backed Cisticolas, Green-capped Eremomela, Yellow-bellied Hyliota and 
Yellow Bishop. 
 

Depending on time available we will 
also attempt to visit the eastern section 
of the Mara which gives access to some 
different habitat and better chances for 
a few species such as Double-banded 
Courser, Yellow-throated Sandgrouse, 
Spotted Eagle-Owl, African Black 
Swift, Athi Short-toed Lark, Long-
tailed Cisticola, Grey-capped Social 
Weaver, Red-throated Tit, Swahili 
Sparrow and Magpie Shrike.  
 
About Your Mara Camps: 
 
Mara Toto Camp is the first visited 
and sits in a small bend in the Ntiakitiak 
River, where thick forest meets 

savanna. Mara Toto is a magical revisiting of the past, drawing from Africa’s original explorers’ designs 
and designed for those who search for East Africa’s romantic safari era. Here, you will experience the 
best of both worlds: the intense action of the Maasai Mara ecosystem, as well as the more private 70,000-
acre Mara North Conservancy. Mara Toto is a stylish experience and adventure camp unique to the 
industry and fits the service levels, specialized guiding and design that has become associated with Great 
Plains Conservation. 
 
It is safari chic with four light and airy, spacious canvas tents, each with en-suite bathrooms where you 
enjoy piping hot water from huge brass’ safari showers’ to a chorus of hippos lazing nearby.  It is set 
down low, hidden from lights and 
noise and any sign of mankind. 
Under the grove of Africa ebony 
trees, its humble main area is lit 
by lantern and candlelit, simple in 
design, but just enough for all the 
comforts.  
 
The camp is locally famous for its 
Leopard which are often seen 
wandering the riverbanks. The 
camp is also positioned to take the 
best advantage of two migrations 
– the famous annual Serengeti 
migration and the green season 
migration from Loita Plains, an 
additional 50,000 wildebeest and Mara Expedition Camp by Beverly Joubert 

Martial Eagle by Gareth Robbins 
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over 100,000 zebras vying for 
grazing rights. Mara Toto is a 
place for the ardent safari-goer. 
Full days, with picnic breakfast 
(and often lunch, too), traverse 
some of Africa’s most prosperous 
game country, renowned for 
extraordinary predator density 
and frequent hunts. Access to 
both the Reserve and Mara North 
Conservancy give guests options 
for more privacy. 
 
Mara Expedition Camp is a 
brand-new camp, positioned on 
high ground in a grove of typical 
East African acacia trees 
overlooking a valley in the 

Maasai Mara Game Reserve. It is on private land, so very exclusive but with access to some of the 
region’s best wildlife. The camp tells the story of early day explorers with touches of campaign furniture 
and open-air space under light canvas. It is an ideal camp, from which to start your safari looking for big 
cats such as Cheetah and Lion.  
 
Like Mara Toto it is also exceptionally comfortable and stylish, and the staff will ensure that you receive 
only the very best service.  
 
Day 8: Maasai Mara charter flight to Nairobi, charter flight to Tsavo to ol Donyo.  This morning 
after breakfast we will make our way across to the nearby airstrip for our charter flight back to Nairobi. 
Once in Nairobi we will take another short charter flight across to the Tsavo region. Our base for the next 
2 nights will be at the incredible ol 
Donyo Lodge, wedged between 
Kenya’s Tsavo and Amboseli 
National Parks in the heart of the 
Chyulu Hills.   
 
About Your Tsavo Camp:  
 
ol Donyo Lodge is situated on the 
Mbirikani Group Ranch – 
275,000 acres of private wild 
Africa bordering Chyulu Hills 
National Park and owned by 
4,000 Maasai. Ol Donyo Lodge 
blends contemporary design with 
the rich culture of the Maasai. 
“We consider the community our 
partners and there are financial 

View from ol Donyo Lodge by Beverly Joubert 

Dining in the Mara by Beverly Joubert 
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benefits beyond the lease fees we pay, that 
go to them, for teachers, for scholars and 
for other community projects that are 
designed to strategically lift our people 
based on wildlife conservation and 
tourism.” Says Dereck Joubert – Great 
Plains CEO. He also adds: “When you 
come to ol Donyo, your tourism dollars 
are helping us make this into a model of 
collaborative conservation, and as a 
result, we are having great success with 
Lions and Cheetahs and the icon bull 
Elephants that are some of the last 
remaining large tuskers in Africa. 
 
The lodge is designed so that each room 
has its own window ‘to the soul of East 

Africa: looking out over the plunge pool, over the rolling plains and to Mount Kilimanjaro. All six suites 
plus 1 two-bedroom family unit have stunning star beds, where you can sleep out under the canopy of 
stars and listen to the hyenas and lions moving around. This is a camp that most embraces community 
and our guides will take you to their village, authentic experiences that change your life. We walk, cycle, 
horse ride, and drive around the conservancy, and then, return to Relais and Chateaux quality meals. 
Relais and Chateaux stands for that excellence in fine dining and wine, (in this case from our hand-picked 
wine selection and our own cellar) and excellence in service and we are proud to be one of only two 
Relais properties in Kenya.) 
 
Day 9: Ol Donyo Lodge/Mbirikani area.  Game-watching and birding in this amazing region of Kenya 
will produce a whole different selection of birds and even mammals. This is another fantastic wildlife 
haven for raptors and other large gamebirds and sightings could well include Martial, Tawny and Long-
crested Eagles, Crested Francolin, Yellow-necked Spurfowl, Harlequin Quail, Kori, Buff-crested, Black-
bellied and Hartlaub’s Bustards, Southern 
Ground Hornbill, White-bellied Go-away-
bird, Pearl-spotted Owlet, Northern 
Crombec, Yellow-bellied Eremomela, 
Tiny, Rattling and Winding Cisticolas, 
Tawny-flanked and Pale Prinias, African 
Grey, Pale and Spotted Flycatchers, 
Chinspot, Pygmy and Eastern Black-
headed Batis, Rufous Chatterer, White-
bellied and Acacia Tits, Mouse-colored 
Penduline Tit, Amethyst, Scarlet-chested, 
Beautiful, Variable, Collared and Eastern 
Violet-backed Sunbirds, and even a chance 
for the localized Tsavo Sunbird, now 
considered to be a separate species from the 
closely related Purple-banded Sunbird. 
 

Pink-throated Longclaw by Glen Valentine 

Purple Grenadier by Adam Riley 



RBL Kenya – Exclusive Tour Itinerary  7 
 

 

 

Mixed feeding flocks will be a feature of the area and other 
likely possibilities include Long-tailed and Taita Fiscals, 
Tropical and Slate-colored Boubous, Brubru, Black-
backed and Pringle’s Puffbacks, Black-crowned, Brown-
crowned and Three-streaked Tchagras, Rosy-patched, 
Orange-breasted and Grey-headed Bushshrikes, Northern 
White-crowned Shrike and White-crested Helmetshrike, 
Black-headed, African Golden and Eurasian Golden 
Oriole, both Yellow-billed and Red-billed Oxpeckers 
perched atop large animals, Greater Blue-eared, Rüppell's, 
Violet-backed, Superb, Hildebrandt’s and Fischer’s 
Starlings, Chestnut and Parrot-billed Sparrows, Yellow-
spotted Bush Sparrow, White-browed Sparrow-Weaver, 
White-headed and Red-billed Buffalo Weaver, Village, 
Lesser and Vitelline Masked, Spectacled, Baglafecht, 
Chestnut and Red-headed Weavers, Green-winged Pytilia, 
Red-cheeked and Blue-capped  Cordon-bleus, Purple 
Grenadier, Jameson’s Firefinch, Common, Crimson-
rumped and Black-cheeked Waxbill, African and Grey-
headed Silverbill, Quailfinch, Bronze Mannikin, Long-
tailed Paradise and Straw-tailed Whydahs, and Cinnamon-

breasted Bunting.  
 
A large variety of mammals also occur in the area including the Big 5 and healthy numbers of Cheetah. 
Other wildlife such as Maasai Giraffe, Fringe-eared Oryx, Coke’s Hartebeest, Eland, Thomson’s and 
Grant’s Gazelle, and the unusual Gerenuk also occur, and we will be treated to an exceptional African 
birding and big game experience today. We also have the opportunity to head out at night to see some of 
the nocturnal wildlife 
 

Cheetah by Keith Valentine 

Rosy-patched Bushshrike by Clayton Burne 
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For those who are interested we will be able to explore this wilderness from other means of transport as 
well such as on horseback, bicycle and on foot. These different experiences are often exhilarating and 
give a completely different perspective.  
 
Day 10: Ol Donyo Lodge, charter flight to Nairobi and departure.  After breakfast we will depart for 
our charter flights back to Wilson Airport in Nairobi. From Wilson we will then transfer to Jomo Kenyatta 
for our international departing flights home.  
 
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 
Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this 
tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 
 
This includes: 

 All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 10; 
 Selected alcoholic & non-alcoholic beverages including water; 
 All lodgings; 
 Ground transportation in safari-style 4x4 landcruisers; 
 Reserve entrance fees; 
 Community levy’s;  
 Laundry service;  
 Gratuities for local guides and services; and 
 All guiding services. 

 
The tour fee does not include: 

 ANY airfares (see above);  
 Visa fees; 
 Premium brand spirits and champagne,  
 Maasai cultural visits (payable directly to the Maasai); 
 Hot air ballooning (suggest advance reservation); 
 Special gratuities; and 
 Telephone calls, Spa treatments or other items of a personal nature. 

 
Single Supplement: The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single 
accommodation. If RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose 
to share, the single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that 
a rooming partner is found if you do wish to share. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTES:  
a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour price 
is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other currencies 
listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (usually 
4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single supplement rates, 
which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 
b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small party 
supplement will have to be charged. 
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c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have 
to be adjusted as a result. 
d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 
leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt 
to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 
 
Tipping: As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc.) are included on this tour. 
However, this does NOT include your Rockjumper leader/s. If, therefore, you feel that he/they have given 
you excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them. 
 
Special Notes: 

 This Kenya tour does not require a high level of fitness and is perfectly designed for non-
birding spouses and general natural history enthusiasts. Still, should you have any physical 
limitations, please notify us in advance of departure. 

 The vehicles used are comfortable stretched open-air Landcruiser 4X4’s. Most of the time we 
will be in areas with big game we will be confined to the vehicles. The Chyulu Hills are an 
exception and although big game resides, we will have opportunities to do game walks with 
rangers if desired.  

 We make use of charter flights to get from destination to destination so NO long drives on this 
safari.  

 It is important for the comfort of your fellow travellers that you do not over-pack. Kindly stick to 
20kgs (44lb) for check in luggage and 8kg’s (18lb) for hand luggage. 

 Accommodation throughout the trip is of a very high standard as we make use of Great Plains 
Lodges throughout and an upmarket guest house in Nairobi.  

 
ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS: 
This tour does not include any airfares. Arrival is at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport, Nairobi 
(IATA: NBO). Day 1 is set aside as an arrival day, and you are free to arrive at any time. We will begin 
with an evening welcome dinner in Nairobi before our charter flights to the Mara the following morning. 
The tour will conclude by midday of day 10 in Nairobi. 
 
The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and departure 
information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been officially 
confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, kindly 
contact the Rockjumper office. 
 
FLIGHTS: 
Nairobi International Airport, Nairobi (IATA: NBO), in Kenya is the main port of arrival and exit for 
this tour. Please DO NOT book any flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for 
confirmation on the status of the tour. 


